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About the cover

@ Ipo%,,l-ife R_aft This year’s cover was inspired by our successful GIST
Awareness Day campaign that resulted in 130,00 boats
being folded by GIST patients, caregivers and friends
from all over the world. Following the nautical theme, we
recognized that the Life Raft Group has been navigating
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the waters of GIST advocacy, patient education and
support and research for the past 13 years, leading the
way towards our goal: Finding a cure for GIST.

The ripples are symbols of the widespread awareness
and support that results from our efforts. We will
continue to move forward into new ventures that will
impact the GIST community.




LETTER TO OUR MEMBERS

Navigating the Waters

Anyone who pilots a boat knows that calm seas can turn rough quickly. It takes a prepared captain
and crew to take on whatever comes along on the journey. The world of non-profit cancer advocacy
is a lot like boating. Some days the water is as smooth as glass and generous sponsors help to
support us, new scientific breakthroughs give us hope, and patients celebrate being NED.

But it is in the rough waters that true sailors not only navigate their boats, but also lead the fleet of all
the other boats to safety. This year, as research funding was coming to a halt, instead of piloting at
high speeds, we slowed down and found the funding necessary to proceed.

We planned new routes to educate and inform. We developed new virtual strategies to compensate
for cuts in funding for in-person clinics. At our events such as Night to Fight Cancer and Life Fest, we
came together to raise money and share fellowship as well as our strength, hope and experience.

The ripples our boat left behind spread far and wide, with membership increasing globally, and
education and advocacy touching lives from lowa to India.

It is fitting that our GIST Awareness Day symbol was a tiny boat. What started as a small awareness
campaign grew into an international effort that resulted in over 130,000 origami boats being folded to
raise awareness about GIST.

This mirrors the history of the Life Raft Group itself: what started as a small group of concerned
patients and caregivers has grown to be a global organization leading others in our quest to find

a cure for GIST. As we share our proven innovative programs like our Patient Registry, GIST
Collaborative Tissue Bank, Virtual Tumor Boards, Collaborative Research Team, and GIST Days of
Learning, we are moving into newly charted waters by joining data consortiums and new advocacy
groups, developing the model for GIST Centers of Excellence and developing Virtual Clinical Trials.

In spite of all the progress we have made over the past 15 years, patients still succumb to this
disease. We urgently need your donations to assure that we can find help for those who are resistant
to existing treatments, and so that we can develop new strategies for those who struggle for survival.

With your help, we can find a cure.

Sincerely,
Norman J. Scherzer Jerry Cudzil
Executive Director President of the Board




4 RESEARCH

This year we managed to commit new
Cancer Journal

L The GIST Cancer
Journal serves as a
comprehensive and
authoritative resource
regarding advances

in the diagnosis

and treatment of

funding for our world class research team
just in time to enable them to continue

their search for a cure. This is particularly
noteworthy given the decreases in funding
that have left many researchers in dire straits.

New Targets, Novel
Treatments/Suggest

Our Patient RegIStry was converted to a Future Strategies ; gastrointestinal

t It .
SQL-based platform to provide a foundation stromattumors

for web-based access to patients and

researchers in the near future. Backed by our
tissue bank housed at Stanford University,

our Registry continued to serve as a vital G IST AWCI reness
source of research information and to By -l-h e N um bers

provide empirical information helping guide

patients and their physicians through survival over ';X;/ _&:V\/
decision-making in the absence of more 2 O O O
/

formal clinical trial data.

We continued our support of the NIH people porTICIDOTed N

in-person clinic for patients with Pediatric G |ST AWO reness DOy
and Wildtype GIST. Due to a reduction

in federal funding, the NIH had to cut the
number of in-person clinics held per year.

In response, we collaboratively launched
our first Virtual GIST Tumor Boards, allowing
medical professionals to present cases to
GIST experts remotely using cutting edge

technology. Our second Virtual Tumor Board
had global reach, with patients from the

United States and Eastern Europe. In 2015, solely to GIST. Dr. Jonathan Trent was

we will be expanding to adult GIST cases. named Editor-in-Chief. This will not only
facilitate the sharing of GIST research,

The GIST scientific community was enriched but will bring about more knowledge and

by the launch of The GIST Cancer JOUfnaI, awareness to those on the front lines

the official journal of the Life Raft Group, such as oncologists, gastroenterologists,

and the first academic journal devoted radio|ogists’ nurses and surgeons.
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Our patient education reach continued to
grow in 2014, with GIST Days of Learning
(GDOLs) held around the U.S. We continued
to provide education through our webcasts,
including the popular GIST 101 held by

Dr. David Josephy, as well as our Virtual
Roundtable series hosted by Science
Director, Jerry Call.

Twenty students comprised of GIST patients,
caregivers and extended members of the
GIST community completed our inaugural
six-week GIST Expert Training Program. The
course was designed to help participants
understand the science behind GIST, and to
prepare them to serve as GIST Ambassadors
and/or Patient Registry volunteers.

Meetings around the world were hosted and
attended by the LRG staff and members,
including New Horizons in Switzerland and
CTOS in Berlin. New Horizons brought
together 44 GIST patient representatives from
28 countries and 32 patient organizations.
Alianza GIST members from throughout

Latin America also joined the Life Raft Group
in Switzerland.

Our members and their supporters are
the heart of the LRG. We held our first
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Dr. Jonathan Trent addresses attendees at the 3rd Annual

Gist Day of Learning (GDOL) on February 9 at the University
of Miami Sylvester Cancer Center.

Appreciation Dinner, inviting the local GIST

community to join us just to say “Thanks” to all
those who in big and small ways make someone
else’s life a little easier or happier.

Poker played a big hand in our fundraising
efforts this year, with the Poker for Hope event

in Caesar’s Palace, Las Vegas and the Night to
Fight Cancer tournament in New York. Both were
events that brought together the community for
elegant evenings of fun that raised over $100,000
for our life-saving efforts.

Support for our community both locally and
worldwide was enhanced by our first GIST
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The Life Raft Group invited the local GIST community

to a special Appreciation Dinner just to say thanks.
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] 3 radio airings

11,660,607

listeners
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Awareness Day (GAD). As an offshoot
of our successful Rare13 campaign, the
goal was to raise awareness about GIST,
bringing together people in a collaborative
effort to educate and inform the public. As
a symbol of GAD and of hope, we raised
the challenge of folding 20,000 origami
paper boats. Little did we know that this
would become a worldwide effort, with over
130,000 boats from as far away as Mumbai
folded and delivered to the LRG in time to
be displayed in a photo booth

at Life Fest 2014.

The year culminated in our biennial Life Fest
celebration, held in November in Teaneck,
New Jersey. Countless dedicated hours
were spent preparing for this successful
event. Researchers, members, caregivers,
holistic practitioners and pharmaceutical
representatives came together once again
to support and learn from one another, to
celebrate the lives of those whom we have
lost, and to increase the critical knowledge
of those struggling to survive.

Science Director Jerry Call and Executive
Director Norman Scherzer ended the
weekend by introducing the Survival Plan,
an ongoing series to be continued in 2015
that will outline strategies to double survival
for those diagnosed with GIST.




LRG staff members joined together with
One Voice Against Cancer in Washington,
DC in July to lobby for a $5.2 billion cancer
research funding package to benefit some
of the top GIST research facilities in the
world, including the NIH and NCI.

We also held an informative webcast on
“Affecting Change from the Top” that
provided members with a format for
advocating for change.

Our members are our most fervent

advocates, with GIST Awareness Day Life Fest 2014 convention held at the Teaneck Marriott at
reaching hundreds of people through three Glenpointe in New Jersey brought together researchers,
main events in LA, Miami and Chicago, members, and caregivers to support and learn from

and also through booths at state fairs, one another.

book signings, local GDOLs and by placing
articles in local newspapers.
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Jerry Cudzil’s 11th Annual
Night to Fight Cancer was an
overwhelming success and
helped generate over $80,000.




8 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jim Hughes
Clinical Trials Coordinator

Jerfy Cudazil Ray Montague
President Secretary/Treasurer

Gary Glasser Jerry Knapp

Stan Bunn
Past President

John Poss Rodrigo Salas Larry Selkovits
Alianza GIST President

In Memoriam

As the year drew to a close, we experienced some heavy losses.
Board member Dave Safford lost his courageous battle with GIST
but showed us all what true heart looked like.

. . David Safford
Shortly before, Michael Byrne, spouse of Board Member Mia July 3, 1967 - August 12, 2014

Byrne, passed away having fought GIST for over a decade. He had

planned to run the Chicago Marathon with a family friend Jennifer
Hartzler. With no time at all to prepare, Mia decided to run two
miles as a token gesture to honor Michael’s memory. With strength
that nobody could understand, that defied all logic, Mia kept on
running and somehow managed to finish the 26.2 mile course. We
choose to believe that she ran on the wings of Michael, her hero.

We will continue to “run the good race” in their honor in 2015, and
Michael C. Byrne
June 19, 1963 - August 9, 2014
Husband of Mia Byrne

going forward, their light will continue to shine in our hearts.
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$100,000 & Above

Bayer Corporation

BST Consultants

Novartis Pharmaceuticals
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Pfizer Global
Pharmaceuticals

$20,000 - $99,999
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Mia Byrne
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Louise Korder
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$10,000 - $19,999
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Helen Frey
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Eli Lilly and Company

Michael and Maggie o ——
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Robert Brkich
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Scott Adelson

Nasser Ahmad

Jodi Alexander

Paul Andiorio

Brian Behrens

Georgia Bihr

Blueprint Medicines Corp.

Kathryn Byrne
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Vicki Dotson

Alicia Eppler

Tessie and Arthur Epstein

Daniel Erlichman

James Gordon

Nobie Haynie

Katherine Jacullo
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Joy and Doug Knopp

Michael Lemkin

Ronald Mateo

James and Camille Mayotte

Tom Mullarkey
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Paul and Margaret Renoff
Family Foundation

Teena Petersohn

Katherine Peterson

John and Melinda Poss

Robert Rea

Greg Roberts
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Schwartz Investment
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Donna Scott

Signature Bank

James Snyder
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Neil and Julie Solomon

Robert Spellman
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Jean Talken

Kenneth Toshima

Richard Whiteman &
Ellen Rosenthal

Dina and Sam Wiley

Duane Williams

Michael Williams

Inge Wisselink

Richard Wright

Leon Wyant

John Young

Chris & Kim Zimmer

Newspoper coverage
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$500 - $999

Frank Arnone

Ryan Atkinson

Richard Baxter

Wayne Bellet

Diego Berdakin

Iris Berke

Margret “Peggy” Beyers

Ettore Bianchi

Michael Brennan

Brian Brennan

Timothy and Tracey
Brennan

Matt Brown

Mike Buckius

Warren Burroughs

Robert Bush

Hal Byer

Dustin Byer

Steven Byer

G. Ann Byrne
Thomas Byrne
Susan Caperton
Colleen Carney
Lyon Carter
Jonathan Casteleyn
Mikec Coster
Dennis Crilly
Stephen Czick
John Dahne
Eugenia Dennis

Bill DeRonde

Gary Deutschman
Patrick Dickson
Samuel M. Eisenstat
Robert Eustis
Barbara Faessel
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Michael Feeney
Frank Fiorito

Floor Expo, Inc.
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Scott Fritz

Anthony Garcia
Janice Gaulton
Thomas Genkinger
Eugene Gokhvat
Andrew Greenebaum
Glen Gregorio
Robert Grillo

Alan Grossbard
Josh Harmon

Scott Hoffman
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NPR Of America Inc.
Levent Kahraman
Kathryn Kerwin Saliers
Richard Kinzig

Matt Knopman
Joseph Labriola
Ellis Landau

Mark Landis

Marc Lavine

Carole Lindroth
Linda Lipscomb
Shaun Lorraine

Lai Oy Louie
Dennis Lu

James Mannino

Mohit Marria

James McAuliffe
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Jon Moonves

Patrick Moore
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Kate Moulene

Sean Mullen

Gary Narvaez

Kyle O’Neill

Jen and Scott Ostfeld
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Armando and Susie
Petruccelli

Douglas Phillips

Anthony Pizirusso

Plave Koch PLC

Benjamin Posen

Rick Schnider
Insurance, Inc.

Don and Sarah Roach

Greg Rosen

Scott Russell

David Samuel

Timothy Sands

Gary Satin

Kent & Linda Satterfield

Robert Schiller

Robert Sholiton

David Simmons

Brian Smith

Gary Smothermon

Becky Strauss

Richard Taddonio

Jeff Tahler

Mary and Jim Talken

Andrew Tarica

Patricia Tikkanen

David Wang

Bryan Whalen

Tamela Wilson

Pete and Lynn Wilson

Jack Wright

Choudhary Yarlagadda

Julie Yorn

$100 - $499

Oscar and Erlinda
Adajar
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Bill Addis
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Monica Anderson
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H. E. Anthony
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Andrew Berkery
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Carolyn and John
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Andrew and Lisa
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Kenneth Brecko
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Ward Brockett

Brooks Group and
Associates
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White Graham Buckley
& Carr LLC

Lourdes Bulcao

John Burgett

Robert Burke

Beverley Burrows
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Matthew Byrne

John Byrne

Sue and Rick Camann

Audie Carter-Tracy

Marie Cassegrain

Jesus Castillo
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Cami & Dave Chandler
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Andy Cohen

Judy Cohen

Michael Coletti

Emily Collins

Linda Collins

Kevin & Nicole Conard

John Coneys

Janet Conley

Mary Cay Corr

Michael Coughlin
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Richard Crescenzo

Kevin and Maureen
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Robert Cummings
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Carrie Daigneault

Jeffery Dailey

Doris Dallow
Arlene Danziger
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Peter Deering
Kevin Kerwin &
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Jason Delorenzo
Laurie Demers
Joseph Depaolo
Glenn Downey
John Driscoll
Richard and Elizabeth
Duke

Dunn Deal Consultancy,
LLC
Steven Eigen
Cindy Emch
Dee Estrella
FAS.T.
Linda Fadden
Jeanette Fairhurst
Divine Child Hockey
Family
Stephen Faraday
Thomas Feeley
Steven Feinberg
Rick Feinstein
Melodie Felder
Carol Feldmann
Keith Fell
Nikki Ferraiolo
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Kerry Finnegan
Suzanne Fisher
Ryan Flynn
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Sandra Fortenberry
George & Lucia Foster
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Michael Ginsberg
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Roger Goldberger
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Joseph Haddad
Charles & Gina Haggarty
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Hanson & Ryan Inc.
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David Hinton
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Melody Horgan

Sarah, Daniel & Tegan Hou
Matt Howard

Caroline Howe

Eric Howell
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Jim and Margi Hughes
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Robert Hutton
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Erwin Johnson

Patrick Johnson
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David Josephy
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Bracha Kaplan

Elyssa Kaplan
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George Keffer
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Mark Klizas
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Jeff Kong
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David Kurtz
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John Larson

Edward Lascala

Julie Lau

Henry Lee
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Michael Lewis
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Ricky Li

Peter Linehan

SF Clayworks LLC
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Dick and Maralene
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Helen Loukeris

Earl Lueck

Rena Lunke

Stephen Lupo

Steven Luskey
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Cheryl Machovec Dehn

Robert Macnaughton

Lucy Madsen

Robert Madsen

John Makhoul

Chet Malhotra

David Malvern

Yvette Maneval

Gail and Tim Mansfield

Robert & Mary
Marcantonio

John, Jo, Maria, Anna
and Tina Marcantonio

Tony and Kim Markward

Katherine Martelon

Chris Martinelli

Jessica Marventano

Grazia Matesic

Mary Mauro

Scott Mayotte

Sean McAuley

Stephen McCormick

Ryan McGrath

Michael McKean

Gerald & Frances
McLoughlin

Billy McMahon

Walter McNairy

Judith McRae

Luke Medhus

Gerry Michelson

Robert Miller

Renee & Lenny Miller

James Mills

Sang Min

Joyce Missios

Christina Moore

Shahab Moreh

Denise Moritz

Mary Beth Morrow

Ray and Meiying Mu

Brian Mullins

Seishin Murahashi

Marion Myers

Norma Nadeau

Scott Narins

Mamura Nasirova

Brian & Amy Newman

Rachel Nissanholtz-
Gannot

Gino Nucci

Thomas O'Brien

Yoshitaka Ogawa

Hollie Ontrop

Kenia Ximena Oropeza
Marrufo

Mike Orourke

Lisa Osofsky

Virginia Ossio

Tara Owen

Joseph Ozalas

Anne Pacifico

James Papas

Neil Parachini

Simon Park

Eugene Pasquarelli

Abbas Patni

Mariel Patricio

Tina Paulsen

Roberto Pazmino

Bill & De Peak

Chris Pecchia

Pamela and Lois Perrewe

Carol Perruso

Dennis or Vicki Petersohn

Sue Peterson

Laura Pierce-Marutz

Plante Moran

Richard Platte

Kenneth Pogrob

Marc Porret

John Porricelli

Raymond Prosics

Joe Quinn

Franko Rahimi

Mehrzad Rahimi

Lorraine and Horacio
(Ben) Ramadan

Andrea Ready

Richard Reece

Kathryn Reed

Barry Resnick

Jeffrey Resnick

David Rimoch

Bella and Pat Rocco

Ralph Rocco

Jacqueline Roehl

Amy Roemer

Eileen Rolon

Linda / Eldon Rose /
Haines

Jonathan Rosee

Jessica Rosenthal

Cynthia Russell

Elaine Rys

Steven Saggese

Meredith Saliers

Nina Saltman

Philip and Michelle
Saunders

Delphine Schantz

David Schmitz

Bob Schwartz

Twila Schwartz

Jenny Sedlis

Michelle Shaffer

Robert and Ethel Shafter

Stacie Shifflett

Joram and Lynn Siegel

Mark Sigona

Howard and Lois
Silberberg
Maybelle Sison
David Smith
Kathryn Smith
Ursula Sneed
Lori & Scott Soble
Scott Sodokoff
Larry Sodokoff
Stan Sokolowski
Charles Sorrentino
Anne Spar
Steven Spiess
Zack Steiner
Lawrence Steinman
Wendy Stevens
John Stinson
Dennis and Pam
Stoutenburgh
William Strogis
Alice Sulkowski
William Sumas
Michael Suppa
Jerome Sweetland
Thelma Swindell
Richard Tannenbaum
Linda Rossi & Sergio Tellez
Justine Tenney
Linda Thompson

Glenn and Pamela
Tikkanen
Yoshiko Tischler
Kim and Kathy Tostenson
Michael Tumino
Brenda Turner
Ultra Investors Investment
Joseph Unger
Scott Univer
Atul Varma
Paula Vettel
James Volkman
James Wahng
Russell Wallack
J Walsh
Diane Warren
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Michael Watson
Thomas Wells
Sandra West
Paula White
Carole Williams
Stephen Winstead
Maureen Writt
Terry Yun
Jeffrey Zavattero
Kyle & Dina Ziegler
Martha Zielinski
Brian Zuravsnky

We apologize for any inadvertent omissions or inaccuracies in our donation roster. We
humbly apologize, and will be happy to note the discrepancy in a forthcoming publication.

Allocation of Funds

B Research

B Family Services

Il Advocacy

[7 Information & Education
B Management

[ Fundraising
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